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Thank you for your support of DenUM!
Over the years communities have found many creative ways to pledge their support for DenUM. We have managed to capture a few of them here, but these ideas offer just a sampling of the many fundraising activities that your group might like to participate in.  Of course, we are always open to hearing about your unique fundraising activities as well! 
Thank you and have fun!
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13 Great Ways to Raise Funds for DenUM!

    1. There’s the usual bake sale or car wash… and there is the inverse – the bakeless bake sale or carless car wash, where people give money in the amount of what it would cost to buy a baked good or wash their car.

2. Sell items from any number of fund-raising organizations, with the proceeds going to DenUM.  Examples include:

· Human-i-Tees (t-shirts and other items with an environmental theme; www.human-i-tees.com;    1-800-98-EARTH)

· Syracuse Cultural Workers (posters, stationary and cards, books and other items with social justice and environmental themes; www.syrculturalworkers.org; 1-315-474-1132)

· Thanksgiving Coffee Company (shade-grown and organic coffee; thanksgivingcoffee.com; 1-800-462-1999)
· Jewelry from Designs by Lucinda (a formerly homeless jewelry maker, using themes of homelessness and other issues; contact Carol Culbertson, Chapter President of Federally Employed Women 303-446-1027)

3. Silk Screen or print tote bags with DenUM’s logo (and your organization’s logo!), along with an inspirational quote: “You must be the change you wish to see in the world;” or “Faith Partners make a difference!”  Sell the bags to members of your community, or fill them with donated items for a raffle.

[image: image4.wmf]4. Host a dinner at your home or community center using food found in DenUM food sacks.  Sell tickets or have a free-will offering.  Someone from DenUM would be glad to come and speak at the dinner!  Have a food sack on display.  Call Belinda Lanyk at 303-355-4896, ext. 310. 

5. Design, print and sell a DenUM cookbook.  You could include staff and client recipes or favorite recipes from within your community.  You could even include a section on the food from our grocery sacks or the produce we receive. 
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6. Sell DenUM’s holiday cards.  Call 303-355-4896 and speak with Belinda at extension 310.

7. Have a fashion show using the clothes you’ve collected for the Job Services Center or Outreach Services clothing bank. Sell tickets, have music, and refreshments! Someone from DenUM will be glad to come and talk about how important your support is to DenUM’s clients.

[image: image6.wmf]8. Have a pet wash (either wash your own, or have volunteers do it with the owner close by so that the pet – or the washer – does not become anxious)!

9. Have a Gift Fair.  This is where members of the community offer certificates for their services (like a massage or a one-hour session with a lawyer, or two dinners cooked for you, etc.)  Individuals buy the certificates (they make nifty gifts) with the money going to DenUM. (The masseuse and lawyer donate their services.)
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10. For school children, do what some Women’s Fellowship groups used to do (a “Least Coin” offering). Hand out a can or a small box (cleaned and covered with paper with DenUM’s logo on it, or artwork by the children), and a calendar (computer generated) for the year with notes each month, week or day, indicating the amount of money to put in the can.  The notes could be something along the lines of:

· For every blessing you can count today, put in a nickel

· For every meal you’ve been able to eat this month, put in a penny

· For every new piece of clothing your or your parents bought for you this month, put in a quarter

· This month, put in the amount of minimum wage ($5.15)

· For the number of times this month someone from your family got to go to the grocery store and buy something, put in a nickel, etc.

Quarterly, or twice a year, or once a month, whatever works for you, collect the boxes and send the checks to DenUM.  This will not raise thousand of dollars, but if several groups participate, it could raise hundreds. If done as an educational or reflective event, it will definitely get folks talking about the things they (and all of us) take for granted.
11. Find someone who’s really creative, collect some donated denim (people can cut up their old clean jeans) and make tote bags, place mats, pillows or hats or something – symbolizing of course, the transformative nature of DenUM (or the way that non-profits can make do with almost anything.)  Sell the objects, with the money going to DenUM.  This project can be a great way for the generations or to work together! 

12. Have an “Ask a Teenager” computer training day at your community center or a central location – where kids who are computer savvy answer questions about computer problems or questions adults are having! Adults (members or friends) then pay the youth. (Note: for record keeping, checks should be made out to the organizing party, and one check written to DenUM.) Another way to do this is to have the kids take calls (either at their homes or another location [image: image8.png]


where they have computer access) and talk people through their computer issues over the phone. 
13. Groups make pizzas and sell them to members of their communities or neighborhoods.  There are all sorts of creative combinations (edible, of course) and it’s fun to come up with off-the-wall names. Groups can take orders in advance or host “make your own pizza” dinners. Simple bread or rolls have also been successful fundraisers, especially around the holidays!  
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14. Make a personal or group commitment to giving up one thing that you pay for daily or weekly – make coffee or lunch at home instead of buying it out, rent a video instead of going to the theatre, etc. Be sure to save the money that you normally would have spent in a special place! At the end of the month, season, or challenge period, combine and donate the money you’ve all saved.

Whatever you do – have fun!

It’s for a good cause.

We’d love to hear from you!  If you have any fundraising ideas of your own, have questions or need more information, give us a call!

Denver Urban Ministries

Nourishing Urban Life
1717 E Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO   80218

303-355-4896
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