
I first came in contact with DenUM through my church, St. Luke’s United Methodist. I had been trying to find a project for about a year, when I thought back to a time when I had visited and toured DenUM with my youth group. I was amazed at the things DenUM’s staffers were able to do with such limited resources, but I was even more amazed at just how limited the resources really were. On the tour we were shown the food bank and the shelves were almost bare. When we saw the clothing bank there were hardly any supplies for families with infants. It even seemed as though DenUM was understaffed for the things it was trying to do.

My project, which consisted of collecting food and clothing for DenUM, took a lot of organization on my part. The last Sunday in November sixteen volunteers and myself delivered 1200 bags with flyers stapled to them to houses in the Columbine community. To make sure that no houses were missed, I traced drop-off and pick-up routes onto six maps and divided my volunteers into six groups. The next week I used 35 volunteers, 25 teenagers and 10 adults, to go back around and collect the bags. My garage soon was filled with bag upon bag of food and clothing. People had not only filled the bag that I left on their porch, but sometimes two or three bags more. I had to rent a 14 foot U-Haul truck to get the donations to DenUM. When it was all said and done, my 35 volunteers and myself, who had put in just over 120 volunteer hours, had collected over 3,000 pounds of food, and more clothing than I ever could have imagined. John Mann said it would be enough to fill 20% of the clothing bank. The total donation had an estimated value of $10,000.

What truly amazed me was the number of people that donated to my project, and the magnitude of their donations. In a way it somewhat restored my faith in humanity. I hope I also changed at least a few people’s perception of teenagers. Hopefully my project showed the doubters of my generation that we can achieve great things, while showing my generation that there is still reason to believe in humanity. 
